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Frequency-Agile Radar Electronics for the 
Soil Moisture Active/Passive (SMAP) Mission
Feb. 12th, Skyworks:  Dr. Mark Fishman of Jet Propulsion Laboratories gave an interesting lecture on Frequency-Agile Radar Electronics for the Soil Moisture Active/Passive (SMAP) Mission
 On monthly joint meeting of MTTS, EDCAS, COMSOC and LMAG chapters. SMAP Remote sensing rada was launched ona Delta IV rocket from Vandenburge Airforce Base on February the 1st, 2015. Soils Moisture Active & Passive Remote Sensing Radar is a tier 1 mission determined as a result of the Decadal Survey conducted by NASA’s Earth Science Directorate. Science objective of the SMAP Mission is to map the soil moisture of the entire surface  of the Earth every 9 days. This data is vital to the scientists studying the Earth’s environment.

    According to Dr. Fishman, SMAP Synthetic Aperture Radar is going thru a commissioning process which includes sequential power up of key systems. After the commissioning process the SMAP radar will start acquiring the soil moisture data and transmit it to the Earth stations via a microwave link.  This data will go thru several levels of processing before the soil moisture maps are created for the scientists.

The meeting was held in the Skyworks Auditorium in Newbury Park. It was a well attended meeting. Pizza and Drinks were served , courtesy of  IEEE Chapters.

-Momin Quddus, Chair, EDCAS Chapter
